
THE SIXTH SUNDAY  

AFTER PENTECOST 
 

June 26, 2016 

 
Worship Focus  

 

THE BELIEVER FOLLOWS CHRIST… Followers of Christ 

understand the call for total commitment. 
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THE ORDER OF SERVICE 
Service of the Word  Christian Worship, p. 38 

The Service of the Word © Northwestern Publishing House 1993. All rights reserved.   
Used by permission, including hymns 463, 470, 469, 770, 474, and Psalm 62  Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-714955 

 

 

OPENING HYMN  463 - Jesus Calls Us O’er the Tumult 

 
 

 

INVOCATION 

 

Minister The grace of our Lord (+) Jesus Christ and the love of God and the 

fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you. 
 

Congregation   And also with you.   
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CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

 
M We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love and serve him as his 

dear children. But we have disobeyed him and deserve only his wrath and 

punishment. Therefore, let us confess our sins to him and plead for his mercy. 

 

C Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth. In countless ways I 

have sinned against you and do not deserve to be called your child. But trusting 

in Jesus, my Savior, I pray: Have mercy on me according to your unfailing love. 

Cleanse me from my sin, and take away my guilt. 

 

M God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the perfect life and innocent 
death of our Lord Jesus Christ, he has removed your guilt forever. You are his own 

dear child. May God give you strength to live according to his will. 

C Amen. 
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PRAYER AND PRAISE 

M In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord. 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

M Let us pray.  O God, you have prepared joys beyond understanding for those who 

love you. Pour into our hearts such love for you that, loving you above all things, we 

may obtain your promises, which exceed all that we can desire; through your Son, 
Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever. 

 
 

THE WORD 
 

FIRST LESSON  1 Kings 19:14-21 
Elisha becomes Elijah’s successor. Elisha answered the all or nothing call of God with 

total commitment by burning his oxen and plow. 

 
1KINGS 19:14

 He replied, “I have been very zealous for the LORD God Almighty. The 
Israelites have rejected your covenant, broken down your altars, and put your prophets to 

death with the sword. I am the only one left, and now they are trying to kill me too.” 

 

    
15

 The LORD said to him, “Go back the way you came, and go to the Desert of 
Damascus. When you get there, anoint Hazael king over Aram. 

16 
Also, anoint Jehu son 

of Nimshi king over Israel, and anoint Elisha son of Shaphat from Abel Meholah to 

succeed you as prophet. 
17 

Jehu will put to death any who escape the sword of Hazael, 
and Elisha will put to death any who escape the sword of Jehu. 

18
 Yet I reserve seven 

thousand in Israel--all whose knees have not bowed down to Baal and all whose mouths 

have not kissed him.” 

 
    

19
 So Elijah went from there and found Elisha son of Shaphat. He was plowing 

with twelve yoke of oxen, and he himself was driving the twelfth pair. Elijah went up to 

him and threw his cloak around him. 
20

 Elisha then left his oxen and ran after Elijah. “Let 
me kiss my father and mother good-by,” he said, “and then I will come with you.” 

    “Go back,” Elijah replied. “What have I done to you?” 

 
21

 So Elisha left him and went back. He took his yoke of oxen and slaughtered them. 

He burned the plowing equipment to cook the meat and gave it to the people, and they 

ate. Then he set out to follow Elijah and became his attendant. 



[6] 

PSALM      Psalm 62 
Refrain Tune: Dale Wood. From Seasonal Psalms. © 1978 Augsburg Publishing House.  

All rights reserved. Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress. 

 
My soul finds rest in | God alone;* 

my salvation | comes from him. 

 

He alone is my rock and my sal | vation;* 

he is my fortress, I will never be | shaken. 

 

Find rest, O my soul, in | God alone;* 

my hope | comes from him. 

 

Refrain 

 

Though your rich | es increase,* 

do not set your | heart on them. 

 

My salvation and my honor de | pend on God;* 

he is my mighty rock, my | refuge. 

 

Trust in him at all times, O | people;* 

pour out your hearts to him, for God is our | refuge. 

 

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 

and to the Holy | Spirit, 

as it was in the be | ginning,* 

is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 

 

Refrain 
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SECOND LESSON Galatians 5:1, 13-25 
We are called to leave behind our life of sin and not look back to it.  Rather, we serve one 

another in love. 

 
GALATIANS 5:1

 It is for freedom that Christ has set us free. Stand firm, then, and do not 

let yourselves be burdened again by a yoke of slavery. 
 

13
 You, my brothers, were called to be free. But do not use your freedom to indulge 

the sinful nature; rather, serve one another in love.
 14

 The entire law is summed up in a 

single command: “Love your neighbor as yourself.” 
15 

If you keep on biting and 

devouring each other, watch out or you will be destroyed by each other. 
 

    
16

 So I say, live by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the desires of the sinful 

nature. 
17

 For the sinful nature desires what is contrary to the Spirit, and the Spirit what is 
contrary to the sinful nature. They are in conflict with each other, so that you do not do 

what you want. 
18

 But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not under law. 

 

    
19

 The acts of the sinful nature are obvious: sexual immorality, impurity and 
debauchery; 

20
 idolatry and witchcraft; hatred, discord, jealousy, fits of rage, selfish 

ambition, dissensions, factions 
21

 and envy; drunkenness, orgies, and the like. I warn you, 

as I did before, that those who live like this will not inherit the kingdom of God. 
 

    
22

 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, 

faithfulness, 
23

 gentleness and self-control. Against such things there is no law. 
24

 Those 
who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the sinful nature with its passions and desires. 
25

 Since we live by the Spirit, let us keep in step with the Spirit. 

 

 

VERSE OF THE DAY 
 

I pass through trials all the way, With sin and ills contending; 

In patience I must bear each day The cross of God’s own sending. 

Oft in adversity I know not where to flee 

When storms of woe my soul dismay; I pass through trials all the way.  (431:2) 
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GOSPEL  Luke 9:51-62 
Following Christ is all or nothing—it calls for total commitment. 

 
LUKE 9:51

 As the time approached for him to be taken up to heaven, Jesus resolutely set 

out for Jerusalem. 
52

 And he sent messengers on ahead, who went into a Samaritan village 
to get things ready for him; 

53 
but the people there did not welcome him, because he was 

heading for Jerusalem. 
54

 When the disciples James and John saw this, they asked, “Lord, 

do you want us to call fire down from heaven to destroy them?” 
55

 But Jesus turned and 
rebuked them, 

56
 and they went to another village. 

 

   
 57

 As they were walking along the road, a man said to him, “I will follow you 

wherever you go.” 
 

    
58

 Jesus replied, “Foxes have holes and birds of the air have nests, but the Son of 

Man has no place to lay his head.” 
 

    
59 

He said to another man, “Follow me.” 

    But the man replied, “Lord, first let me go and bury my father.” 
 

    
60 

Jesus said to him, “Let the dead bury their own dead, but you go and proclaim 

the kingdom of God.” 

 
    

61
 Still another said, “I will follow you, Lord; but first let me go back and say 

good-by to my family.” 

 
    

62 
Jesus replied, “No one who puts his hand to the plow and looks back is fit for 

service in the kingdom of God.” 

 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
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HYMN OF THE DAY  469 – Take My Life and Let It Be   
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SERMON 
 Luke 9:51-62 

 

“Direct Us to What is Right in YOUR Sight…” 
1. … as we show patient love for our neighbor. 

2. … as we give priority to our love for you. 

 

 

 

CONFESSION OF FAITH – THE APOSTLES’ CREED 
 
C I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

   maker of heaven and earth. 

 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 

  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

  born of the virgin Mary, 

  suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

  was crucified, died, and was buried. 

 He descended into hell. 

 The third day he rose again from the dead. 

 He ascended into heaven 

  and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.  

 From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

  the holy Christian Church,  

   the communion of saints, 

  the forgiveness of sins, 

  the resurrection of the body, 

  and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

FRIENDSHIP REGISTER 

 

GATHERING OF OFFERINGS 
 

MUSICAL OFFERTORY 
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 

M In the name of the Lord Jesus and on the sure foundation of the prophets and 
apostles, let us pray for God’s continued blessing upon us and all people. 

 

Brief silence 
 

M For the Church, that all those who belong to Jesus, who have been set free from the 

slavery of sin and death through faith in His Gospel, would be led by His Spirit to 

crucify their flesh with all its passions and desires and use their freedom to love one 
another in true peace and joy, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy. 

 

M For all the messengers of Christ in the world, that having set their hand to the plow, 
they would not look back but preach the kingdom of God; that by the voice of His 

Gospel, the Lord, our God, would reveal Himself to His people and preserve them in 

the faith and worship of His name, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy. 

 

M For the president and Congress of the United States and all others in authority, and 

for all who work for peace, justice, health and protection, that the God and Father of 

our Lord Jesus Christ would grant them wisdom by His Word and Holy Spirit; that 
we also might serve Him without fear within our callings and walk before Him in 

justice and truth, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy. 

 
M For all those who are in any way afflicted or distressed in mind, body or estate; for 

those who travel, and for all who are in danger; for the homebound and hospitalized, 

and for all who have no house or home on earth; [especially…], that the Word of the 

Lord would come to them and comfort them in all adversity; that He would save 
them from destruction and grant to them His peace, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, 

have mercy. 

 
M For all those who have not received and do not know the Son of Man, that our Lord 

God would call them to repentance, free them from their error and, to the glory of His 

name, bring them into the faith and fellowship of Christ, their Savior, let us pray to 
the Lord: Lord, have mercy. 

 

M Hear us, O Lord, the God of hosts, in these our humble requests which we offer unto 

You in the name and for the sake of Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
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THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

C Our Father in heaven,  

  hallowed be your name,  

  your kingdom come, 

  your will be done  

   on earth as in heaven.   

Give us today our daily bread.   

Forgive us our sins,  

 as we forgive those  

 who sin against us.   

Lead us not into temptation,  

but deliver us from evil.   

For the kingdom, the power,  

 and the glory are yours   

 now and forever.  Amen. 

 

SERMON HYMN 770 - O Christ, Who Called the Twelve 
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PRAYER 
 

M Almighty God, we thank you for teaching us the things you want us to believe and 

do. Help us by your Holy Spirit to keep your Word in pure hearts that we may be 

strengthened in faith, guided in holiness, and comforted in life and in death, 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. 

  

 

BLESSING 

 
M Brothers and sisters, go in peace.  

 Live in harmony with one another.  
 Serve the Lord with gladness. 

 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace.  
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CLOSING HYMN     474 – Stand Up, Stand Up for Jesus 

 
 

 

After worship, please feel free to stay and greet your neighbors. 
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